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wife tells me that your wife and she were the ones who actually saved
the situation—
"Well, this is a perfect spring afternoon, with the best wine and
the best friends. What more can we expect? In Korea I felt homesick
for this relaxation. And yet I was glad to be there as the Resident-
General and serve my country and her new protectorate. This may
be my last active service to His Majesty," Ito added.
"Ito, you don't think we will annex Korea, do you?"
"If we want to we can, but I believe the present relationship is
more satisfactory to the natives of the peninsula than outright annexa-
tion."
"Are you beginning to speak for the Koreans?" Inouye was dis-
satisfied and with the influence of drinks they were as usual conversing
freely.
"I am, Inouye. I thought I could force anything Nippon wanted,
but I begin to perceive that high-handed approach was a mistake,
Although we must by no means relinquish our hard-earned rights over
that country, we must see things from the native's point of view, as far
as we can. Otherwise, even if we annex that old kingdom, our Korean
administration will be haphazard."
Saionji agreed, but Inouye grumbled: "I don't see why we must
come down to their level."
"If we disregard their rights, there will be constant conflicts between
the governing and the governed. With the exception of a small
number of irreconcilables and religious fanatics, I think the Koreans
will co-operate with us if we deal with them with care-"
"Well!"
"Ha, ha, leave it to me and come to see the Korean belles." Ito
beamed characteristically, "You'll be surprised to find how lovely and
delicate is the texture of their skin. Their complexion is something
like that of our Kyoto girls-"
"So that's what kept you there, huh?" the host broke in.
"Ha, you should come over, Saionji-san. I'll be your guide-"
"Tisk, tisk! When you two get together you talk openly about
everything." Inouye was disgusted.
"It's our chronic ailment, Inouye, like your irresistible desire to do
something for other people even if you are not asked for help, ha, ha.
"But our liking for the fair sex is different from most people's, Like
yourself, we are honest so we let it out, while other men keep their

